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Summary

In 2020, a discovery archaeological excavation of an unknown
lime kiln was carried out in the cadastre of the village of Bre-
zina near Kitiny in the Brno-Country District (southern part
of Moravian Karst; Fig. 1, 2). In the area of Vysokd Forest in the

‘Pod Kaplickou’ parcel, the staff of the Institute for Archaeological
Heritage Brno, with financial support from the Brezina Municipal-
ity, managed to carry out a small-scale excavation of a part of the
feature (Fig. 5, 8), which was tentatively identified as a medieval
lime kiln (Kos 2019). The field excavation was preceded by metal
detector prospecting, which confirmed a developed infrastruc-
ture at the feature (Fig. 3, 6, 10), dating the finds to the High
Middle Ages (Fig. 9) and the Early Modern period.

Due to limited funding, only half of the kiln’s production area,
measuring 5 x 6 m, was investigated (Fig. 4, 7). The probe revealed
alayer of weathered lime on the kiln floor with the remains of two
draught channels built of clay and stone (Fig. 7: P3/2). The kiln,
originally equipped with four draught channels, was functional
during the second half of the 13th century, as evidenced by the
found pottery of the Brno production tradition VS 1.2 and VS 2.1
(Fig. 12: 1, 2; Prochédzka, Peska 2007, 149, 198, 201). Another finding
was that in the 17th-18th/19th centuries, the kiln was modified into
a grinding pit for firing lime and subsequently bricks (Fig. 12: 3).

The medieval kiln (Fig. 13:A) had overall dimensions of
9 x10.2 m and a depth of 2.5 m. Its production area, measuring
7 x 3.2 m, was able to accommodate a load of high percentage lime-
stone (98% CaCO,) with a volume of ca 70 m?, which could have
yielded a final product (CaO) of approximately 56 m®. The Early
Modern grinding pit (Fig. 13: B) could hold a limestone and char-
coal charge of up to 264 m® and produce approximately 117 m? of
quicklime, roughly double the output of the original medieval kiln.
The firing of bricks, or mixtures with limestone, as documented by
the C analysis, was already taking place using hard coal.

Historical iconography documents the existence of about
five medieval buildings in the immediate vicinity of the lime kiln
(Kitiny: ‘Czech’ and ‘German’ church, bell tower, residence; Bu-
kovinka: church) (Fig. 14, 15), which were part of the Zdbrdovice
canonry, to which three other similar lime kilns belonged (Ver-
bik 1987a; éenkyh’k 1992; 2023; Foltyn et al. 2005). The younger
charcoal-production site may represent the construction hin-
terland of the Zdbrdovice estate, which built a manor court in
Prose¢ near the lime kiln in the 17th century (Verbik 1987b).
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