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Fig. 10. N&m¢ice. Photos from the excavation of feature 514. Photo by I. Cizmar.
Obr. 10. Némcice. Fotografie z exkavace objektu 514.. Foto I. CiZméF.
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Fig. 11. Némice. Selection of small finds from feature 514. Photo by ABALON s. r. 0., H. Ci#mafové, drawing by A. Krechlerova.
Obr. 11. Némdice. Vybér drobnych nélez(i z objektu 514. Foto ABALON s. r. 0., H. CiZméarova, kresba A. Krechlerova.
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Fig. 12. NémCcice. Selection of ceramics from feature 514. Drawing by A. Krechlerova.

Obr. 12. Némcice. Viybér keramiky z objektu 574. Kresba A. Krechlerova.
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Fig. 13. Ném(ice. Selection of amber ornaments from feature 514. Photo by J. Caga.

Obr. 13. Némdice. Vybér jantarovych ozdob z objektu 514. Foto J. C4ga.

Fig. 14. NémCcice. Semi-finished amber beads and raw material from object 514.
Photo by J. Caga.

Obr. 14. Némcice. Polotovary jantarovych koralkd a surovina z objektu 514.
Foto J. Caga.

Larger beads, spacers, rings

Beads of smaller dimensions (up to 10 mm in diameter)
predominate the collection of amber artefacts from feature 514
from Némcice. In addition to these, we find several turned dis-
coid beads with a low cylindrical body, often with a ring around
the hole, whose diameter most often ranges from about 10 to
20 mm; the largest specimen from the entire assemblage has
a diameter of 30 mm (Fig. 15: 5). The side walls can be slightly
arched or conical, around the hole the beads are smooth or have
a slightly raised ring of varying widths on one/both sides. One
artefact of this type was also found in feature 503 (Cizmat et al.
2024, obr. 7:1).

Essentially the same shapes are also associated with spacers,
i.e. beads with multiple (usually two) perforations with a diam-
eter of ca 1.5-3 mm drilled perpendicular to the central hole
in the area between this hole and the side wall (Fig. 15:33, 34;
16: 1-3). Fragments of eight pieces of discoid spacers were identi-
fied in feature 514, and another fragment comes from feature 510
(Fig. 15: 7; Cizma¥ et al. 2024, obr. 21: 5). Three similar specimens
of different sizes were discovered, together with beads of blue
glass and amber, in feature 13 dated to LT C1b - LT C2 in area 17
in Samborowice (Racibérz County, Poland) and perhaps formed
part of a single necklace (Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, 332; Duleba,

Soida 2023, 504, 518, Fig. 7: 36-49; 14: 2-14; 15). Two fragments
of simple double-perforated blocks, such as those known from
Jitikovice (Brno-Country District), also come from Samboro-
wice, and the inventory from Haselbach contains one atypically
profiled artefact and perhaps a fragment of a discoid (?) divider
or bead (Trebsche, Fichtl 2016, Abb. 25; Duleba, Soida 2023,
Fig. 14: 5, 6), though these were not recorded in Némcéice.

Discoid spacers, finds of which are not especially nu-
merous in the La Tene culture, are commonly dated to phase
LT G2 (Cizmai 1994, 604; Danielisova 2010, 100; Duleba,
Soida 2023, 506), although some grave units with which the
aforementioned authors worked do not rule out their origin al-
ready by the end of phase LT C1. In addition to an amber di-
vider, grave 37 from the Manching-Steinbichl burial ground and
grave 109 from Diirrnberg contained bronze chain belts of the
Gk-J-AXb type dated by J. Bujna to phase LT Clb (Bujna 2011,
tab. 62, obr. 60), and the represented types of glass bracelets of
group 6a/2 also have their origin in the same phase, though the
main occurrence is tied to a later period (Venclova 2016, Fig. 50).
Moreover, the presence of Métschwil fibulae together with spac-
ers in graves does not necessarily mean dating the units to phase
LT C2, e.g. fibulae from graves 37 and 39 from the Manching-
Steinbichl site represent a relatively narrow, subtle variant of
Motschwil fibulae based on older wire fibulae of a connected
construction and may thus be characteristic of phase LT C2 at
the very beginning of their production (for more on the origins
and dating of Mdtschwil fibulae, Marton 2004). The use of the
Jifikovice grave to determine a more precise chronological po-
sition of the discoid spacers is also problematic, since the end
of the period of flat burial grounds in Moravia is generally un-
derstood to not exceed phase LT C1, and based on the inventory
consisting only of monochrome glass beads and amber artefacts,
a possible shift in dating to phase LT C2 cannot be supported.
Other turned spacers from Bohemia are recorded as one artefact
from the oppidum of Cesk4 Lhotice (Chrudim District; Danieli-
sova 2010, 100, tab. 3: 12) and one from the Final La Téne settle-
ment in Dolni BfeZany (Prague-West District). At the second of
these locations, this amber artefact is used as support for dating
the entire ceramic assemblage; however, M. Cizmé¥ still suggests
some caution in dating due to the possible superposition of ar-
tefacts (CiZm4¥ 1994, 604, obr. 2: 2). One artefact was also to
have been part of a grave unit found as early as 1865 in Diihren
(Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany; Polenz 1982, 60, Abb. 4:18).
With regard to the dating of feature 514 from Némcice, the be-
ginning of production of La Teéne turned spacers can be consid-
ered as early as phase LT Clb and continuing in phase LT C2.

The only specimen is a fragment of an apparently turned dis-
coid ring with a diameter of about 20 mm with straight walls,
slightly rounded at the opening (Fig. 15:31). The category of
rings is known mainly from graves (see above); one artefact
was published from the settlement environment of Samboro-
wice, probably forming part of a necklace (Duleba, Soida 2023,
502, 518, Fig. 9:11) and another, e.g. from Haselbach in Lower
Austria (Trebsche, Fichtl 2018, 81, Fig. 7).

Small beads and evidence of their production

The craftsman’s first step was undoubtedly the selection
of a suitable piece of raw amber, from which any crust was re-
moved before being worked. The reconstruction of the operation
chain with amber based on experiment was recently described by
M. Dienstpier (Hansen et al. 2024; Golec Mirov4 et al. in print).
However, the surface of the lumps of raw amber from Némdice
was in most cases so weathered that it was not possible to subject
them to use-wear examination, and prisms with four to eight faces
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Fig. 15. NémCice. Selection of amber finds from area 1. 1 - Feature 505; 2-4 - feature 503; 5-8 - feature 510; 9-11, 15-35 - feature 514; 12-14 - topsoil upon feature 514.
Photo by H. Cizmarova, drawing by A. Krechlerova.

Obr. 15. Némcice. Viybér jantaru z vyzkumu plochy 1. 1 - objekt 505; 2-4 - objekt 503; 5-8 —objekt 510; 9-11, 15-35 - objekt 514; 12-14 - ornice nad objektem 574.

Foto H. Ci#mafovd, kresba A. Krechlerova.

N
[e)}



Moravian amber finds from the La Téne period in the context of the discovery of an amber workshop in the central agglomeration of Ném¢éice (Prostéjov District)
Cizmarova, H., Cizmar, I. @ Prehled vyzkum 66/2, 2025 @ 11-35

Ui

43

@
E

~
a?

54

B¢

Fig. 16. Némcice. Selection of amber finds from feature 514 (1-74) and 522 (75-76). Photo by H. CizmaFova, drawing by A. Krechlerova.
Obr. 16. Ném¢ice. Vybér jantaru z objektu 514 (1-74) and 522 (75-76). Foto H. CiZmaFovd, kresba A. Krechlerova.
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without perforation can be considered evidence of the roughest
phase after primary processing (Fig. 16: 11, 12). This stage of
production is also documented from the workshops at the Staré
Hradisko oppidum (Cizmatova 1996, Abb. 2: 2-5). The next step
was to drill a central hole, or semi-finished products on which the
facets had already been removed from the walls were perforated.
Given that most cracked beads (most often preserved halves) with
an already formed hole have imperfectly worked walls, it can be
assumed that the procedure mentioned first may have been more
common. There are also finds of semi-finished beads of higher and
lower forms with smoothed edges in the upper and lower parts
(removal of the edge - a rounded or oblique transition from the
hole to the side walls), but still with faceted sides (Fig. 16: 36, 45).
While some fragments from the Staré Hradisko oppidum also have
unfinished holes, similar specimens were not recorded in Némcice
(Cizmatova 1996, Abb. 2: 8-12).

The majority of the assemblage consists of amber beads
with a diameter of 5-7 mm, but it is uncertain whether the pre-
dominant cylindrical (sometimes with slightly conical walls)
shape with smooth side walls and a flat surface around the hole
could have been intended as definitive or whether the individual
pieces were to be further worked and rounded at the top and
bottom edges.

Several very small round to spherical beads with a diameter
of ca 5 mm were captured (inv. No. 351739, 740, 741, 351880/1,
351874, 351860), and an ovoid bead (Fig. 16:27) and four ar-
tefacts with a profiled side wall are represented (Fig. 16:7,
9, 10, 56). Beads of a higher cylindrical shape with a body di-
vided by a rounded rib(s) are relatively rare and only one such
specimen is also recorded from the Staré Hradisko oppidum
(Cizmafova 1996, Abb. 3: 1).

Feature 514 contained a minimum of completely preserved
round beads similar in shape to the widely distributed glass spec-
imens of type 117 (according to Venclova 1990; inv. No. 351830),
which were popular in the La Tene period and have analogies,
e.g. in Samborovice (Duleba, Soida 2023, Fig. 9: 12-24). How-
ever, anumber of small rounded fragments, including loaf-
shaped pieces on which the intended shape cannot be distin-
guished from the patinated fracture, may have come from them
(e.g. Fig. 16: 58, 62, 63, 67, 71). Another (completely preserved)
round bead is recorded from area 1 (Fig. 15:12).

The inventory from feature 514 included small barrel-shaped
beads of a low variety, the width of which exceeds the height, the
side walls are curved and the upper and lower parts around the
hole are flat (Fig. 16: 16, 17, 19); another piece is also recorded
from feature 510 (Fig. 15: 8). Furthermore, the assemblage con-
tains small biconical beads with a more or less pronounced ca-
rination, the walls of which may fracture away from the hole or
be smoothly rounded, thus transforming into a lenticular shape
(Fig. 16: 34, 44, 46, 47).

5. Amber processing in the Central European context

In the Late Iron Age, the Central European territory was un-
doubtedly interwoven with a network of trade routes connecting
not only the coasts of the Baltic and North seas with the Medi-
terranean, but also individual centres belonging to the La Tene
cultural spheres with each other. It is difficult to comment on
the organisation of long-distance trade solely on the basis of the
distribution of goods and raw materials, and even when taking
into account the geographical character of the landscape, it is
sufficient only for formulating a rough idea of what occurred be-
tween the 4th and 1st century BC. The spectrum of amber use for
the production of objects and jewellery, including artefacts that
combined materials, is not as diverse for phases LT B1 - LT D1
as in the Hallstatt period. Amber artefacts and raw material oc-
cur over a wide area, but in relatively small quantities and at
a limited number of sites (e.g. Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, Fig. 3,
8,9). If we compare the situation with another imported raw
material - glass, about whose distribution we do not know much
more, today thanks to various analytical methods we are aware
of the approximate area of origin of the raw material and the
final location of its archaeological discovery outside this source
region. However, even here we do not learn more about the ties
of merchants to the ruling social classes, the time requirements,
the frequency of deliveries, the original volume and value of the
transported goods, the conditions of passage through suitable
natural corridors, possible obstacles (e.g. the political situation,
river flooding), etc. (e.g. Rolland 2021a; 2021b), and glass jewel-
lery is a relatively common occurrence in the material culture of
the La Tene period, unlike amber.

For phases LT B1 - LT B2, we have not yet documented any
specialised workshops for processing amber in Central Europe,

Site Context Period Type of find

Bochot ‘Markrabina’ (Pferov District) Lowland settlement LT C Raw amber

Borotice ‘Nad Dvorem’ (Znojmo District) Inhumation grave 13/IX LT Bla Small cylindrical bead
Boritov ‘Niva’ (Blansko District) Lowland settlement LT B1-C1 Raw amber

Bofitov ‘Pisky’ (Blansko District) Lowland settlement, feature 1/83 LT C2-D1 Raw amber

Brno - Horni Hers$pice ‘Na Frantisku’ Cremation grave 4 LT Blb Piece of barrel-shaped bead
(Brno-City District)

Holasice (Brno-Country District) Without context, disturbed grave (2) LT? Ring

Holubice ‘Dilce’ (Vyskov District) Inhumation grave 25 LT B2 Unspecified

Holubice ‘Nivky’ (Vyskov District) Lowland settlement LT C2-D1?  Barrel-shaped bead
Hustopede ‘Sibenky’ (Bfeclav District) Inhumation grave K827 LT B2 Ring

Hustopeée ‘Sibenky’ (Bieclav District) Inhumation grave K831 LT B2 Large flattened bead
Chvaléov ‘Hostyn’ (Krométiz District) Hilltop settlement LT D1 Raw amber, piece of bead (?)
Jaromé¥ice n. R. ‘V Damach’ (T¥ebit District) Lowland settlement LT D Bead (pieces)

28




Moravian amber finds from the La Téne period in the context of the discovery of an amber workshop in the central agglomeration of Ném¢éice (Prostéjov District)

Cizmarova, H., Cizmar, I. @ Prehled vyzkum 66/2, 2025 @ 11-35

and we encounter it mainly in the form of jewellery in burial con-
texts (Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, Fig. 12). The use of the Mora-
vian Gate as a link between Upper Silesia and Lower Austria on
one of the branches of the Amber Road is better illustrated by
the emergence of central agglomerations such as Nowa Cere-
kwia (Glubczyce County), Néméice (Prostéjov District), Rosel-
dorf (Hollabrun District), as well as medium-sized sites such as
Haselbach (Korneuburg District) and Samborowice (Racibdrz
County; Dulegba, Markiewicz 2023, 324-326; Golec Mirova et al.
in print, Fig. 9-11); another option for along-distance route
from Moravia to Poland is through the Jeseniky Mountains
(Martinek 2019, 66).

Hut 2 from Nowa Cerekwia is dated to phase LT C1, in
which a semi-finished amber artefact with an unfinished hole
was found, but this, together with amber beads from other
features dated to the entire course of LT B2 - LT C2 does not
make the site a certain place for the functioning of a local work-
shop, however probable it might be (Duleba, Markiewicz 2023,
328, 332). A certain role in the distribution of raw materials and
their processing was played by feature 8 (site 13) in Samboro-
wice, which is dated to LT Clb - LT C2 (?) (more in Duleba,
Soida 2023, 501, Fig.5; 7:1-13) and the same chronological
classification is associated with the famous hoard of raw am-
ber weighing 1,300-1,500 kg from the Wroclaw-Partynice site
(Wroclaw County; Duleba, Markiewicz 2021). The amber work-
shop (feature 514) at Némcice is also dated to the end of phase
LT C1, where raw amber and products made from it were also
found in other features dated to LT C1b - LT C2 (Cizmé¥ et al.
2024, 261).

At the end of the La Téne period, the only unambiguous
site with evidence of amber processing in Moravia is repre-
sented by several features from the Staré Hradisko oppidum
(Cizmatova 1996), while in Bohemia it is primarily the Strado-
nice oppidum (Rybova, Drda 1994, 117). Only a few fragments
of beads, including one undrilled artefact, come from the Zavist
oppidum (Motykovi et al. 1978, 285).

For the Final La Tene period, a workshop for the production
of beads from fossilised resin from the Rochusmarkt - Vienna 3
site can be mentioned. Most of the beads were cylindrical in
shape, similar to those from Némcice, but their dimensions
were slightly larger and were mainly in the 10-17 mm range.

Archaeological excavation there has provided evidence of con-
tacts with the Przeworsk culture, but the obtained amber should
come from local sources located west of Vienna, not from the
Baltics (Adler-Wolfl, Moser 2017, 22, 33-35, Abb. 7). Local
and Przeworsk ceramics are also documented from Wangen-
heim in Thuringia (Gotha District), where amber beads and
their semi-finished products are known (Niisse 2011, Abb. 4;
Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, 333). A smaller amount of raw mate-
rial together with beads was published from the Bavarian site of
Berching-Pollanten (Neumarkt District; Schifer 2010, 196-197).
Aniron pointed tool, perhaps related to the processing of amber,
also came from this site (Schifer 2010, Abb. 145), while a similar
pointed object of a rectangular cross-section was also found in
the fill of hut 514 from Némcice (Fig. 11: 8). Analogous iron and
bronze artefacts of various lengths and cross-sections are also
found at other sites and it is likely that they could have been
widely used as an awl/digger/drill for working with wood, leather,
bone or antler (e.g. Manching - Jacobi 1974, 54-55, Taf. 11-12;
Klein Gleichberg - Spehr 2021, Abb. 38-42). The likelihood of
working with more than one type of material at the same site in
the case of amber processing is also supported by the fact that
relatively common tools such as knives, points and files could
have been used for it. An experiment suggests that polishing
could have been performed using wet slate and leather (Hansen
et al. 2024).

6. Conclusion

The amount of raw amber and products derived from it in
Moravia (Tab. 1) during the La Téne period also corresponds
to its presence in other Central European regions (e.g. Duleba,
Markiewicz 2023). Compared to the hoard in Wroclaw-Partynice,
the volume of amber recovered at most of the mentioned La
Tene sites is rather marginal and larger pieces of raw material
are rarely found. The product range also includes mainly small
beads, pendants in the form of rings are found more often on
their own and massive ring beads appear only exceptionally
(e.g. Bozi¢ 1998, 146-148; Hlava 2015, 274). It is assumed that
smaller pieces of raw amber may have been released for local
processing at more significant settlements lining existing trade
routes (in the form of customs/taxes/exchange/purchase by lo-
cal residents), while the highest quality and largest pieces were

References Notes Inv. No. Stored in
Pospisilova 2024, 219 Feature 54A 15/2023-168-20 ACO
Cizmatovd, Stuchlik 2014, 479, obr. 9; Dulgba, Necklace made of bronze wire, glass, sapropelite and 00765-26/8 ARUB
Markiewicz 2023, 329 amber beads; amber not preserved

Hlava 1999, 167, 169; Cizmar 2003, 99; Dulgba, A 540 MRB

Markiewicz 2023, 332

Hlava 1999, 167; Cizmat 2003, 98; Duleba,
Markiewicz 2023, 329

Without inv. No. MZM

Meduna 1970b, 226-227, obr. 4: 5; Cizméfové 2011, 81,
tab. 5: 8; Dulgba, Markiewicz 2023, 329

Necklace, beads and pendants made of glass, amber, red
coral; amber not preserved

156974 MZM

Skutil 1940, 356; Cizmai 1997, 35, 38, Abb. 1: 8; Duleba,
Markiewicz 2023, 329

Loaf-shaped ring, @ 31 mm

Without inv. No. MZM

Cizmaiova 2009, 65-66; Dule¢ba, Markiewicz 2023, 329

Weathered amber in chest area; not preserved

Without inv. No. MZM

Prochézka 1937, 73; Simek 1958, 155; Cizmatova 2004, Not found Without inv. No. MZM ?
180; Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, 332

Cizméiovd 2019, 147-148, tab. 7: 13; Dulgba, Bronze chain, necklace area 174719 MZM
Markiewicz 2023, 329

Cizmaiova 2019, 147-149, tab. 9: 8; Duleba, Markiewicz 174728 MZM

2023, 329

Cizmai 1997, 41, Abb. 5; Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, 332

Cleaning the area, year 1988

Without inv. No. MZM

Ludikovsky 1963, 60, Taf. XVII: 10; Meduna 1980, 106; Not found

Cizmat 1997, 41 Abb. 1: 3; Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, 332

63802 MZM
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Site Context Period Type of find

Ji¢ina ‘Pozaha’ (Novy Ji¢in District) Hilltop settlement LT C2-D1 Beads (2 pcs)

Jitikovice ‘Ctvrté pod drahow’ (Brno-Country District) Cremation grave 8 LT C1? Spacers

Klenovice na Hané ‘Noviny’ (Prosté&jov District) Lowland settlement LT B-D Raw amber, bead

Malé Hradisko ‘Staré Hradisko’ (Prosté&jov District) Oppidum LT C2-D1 Workshop - raw amber, evidence of
production, beads, ring bead

Némcice nad Hanou / Vicemérice ‘Zadni dlatko’, ‘Kratiny’ Central agglomeration LT C1b-C2  Workshop - raw amber, evidence of

(Prostéjov District)

production, beads, ring, spacers

Ohrozim (Prostéjov District)

Lowland settlement

LT C2-D1 Bead

Olomouc-Nemilany Bylinkova Street Lowland settlement LT B-C Ring bead
(Olomouc District)

Otrokovice ‘Chmelin’ (Zlin District) Lowland settlement LT C2 Raw amber
Pavlov ‘Horni pole’ (Bfeclav District) Inhumation grave 564 LT B2a Ring bead
Piitluky ‘Obecni pastviny’ (Bfeclav District) Cremation grave 1/1953 LT Blb Bead
Pteni ‘Prajsky Zlibek’ (Prosté&jov District) Hoard of amulets LT D1 Ring beads
Rousinov Slavkovska Street (Vyskov District) Inhumation grave 809 LT C1 Beads
Slapanice ‘Siroka pole’ (Brno-Country District) Inhumation grave 1/1934 LT B2b Ring

Note: extensive collection has not yet been processed, due to the large number of specimens no inv. numbers are given.

Grey color = grave or probably grave finds.

Abbreviations:

ACO Archaeological Centre Olomouc

ARUB Institute of Archaeology, Czech Academy of Sciences, Brno
MGP Museum and Gallery in Prostéjov

MIMZ Museum of South East Moravia in Zlin

MRB Museum of the Boskovice Region

MZM Moravian Museum

NMW National Museum Vienna

UAPP Brno Institute of Archaeological Heritage Brno

intended for direct transport to the Mediterranean regions, pri-
marily northern Italy, where they were further processed into
final, often highly artistically rendered objects (Chytrécek et al.
2017, 176; Golec Mirov4 et al. in print).

The discovery of an amber workshop dating back to the hey-
day of the Némcice agglomeration fits into the idea of Némcice
as an important supra-regional centre that primarily fulfilled
a commercial and production function and played an important
role in the settlement structure of the Central European La Téne
period. The production of amber beads joined other already doc-
umented branches of specialised production, including the mint-
ing of gold and silver coins, bronze metallurgy, blacksmithing,
and secondary glass processing. Given the size of the site (over
36 ha) compared to the relatively small area investigated thus
far, the existence of other production areas where amber, among
other things, could have occasionally figured, is not ruled out
(and is in fact likely). If we compare the situation with the Staré
Hradisko oppidum, it was only through many years of systematic
research that we were able to discover the production of amber
beads in various parts of the oppidum area (Cizmatova 1996).

Taking into account the absence of graves corresponding to
the peak of the Némcice agglomeration and thus the limited pos-
sibility of reconstructing the stratification of local society based
on the furnishings of buried individuals, it is not possible to de-
termine with certainty the end consumer of locally produced
amber ornaments. These could have been both local and foreign
members of the elite, or even representatives from the ranks of
wealthy merchants. In Némdice, mainly small fragments of raw
amber and small beads, including their semi-finished products,

30

Tab. 1. List of sites with amber finds from Moravia.

Tab. 1. Seznam lokalit s ndlezy jantaru z Moravy.

were found, but there are also larger turned artefacts. However,
we do not yet have any evidence that the products manufactured
here were used to continue long-distance trade.

For now, we can only surely say that production (not only of
amber) was controlled by the elites and concentrated mainly in
central sites. Unfortunately, there is so little Moravian amber
(even in grave contexts) that we cannot say for certain whether
it was used exclusively by the elites or was also available to the
lower classes of society. We can observe this better in the case of
glass, for example, where it is assumed that jewellery was also ac-
cessible to the lower social classes (Cizmafové 2022, 225-228).
In the case of amber from La Tene period, however, we still have
such a small sample that more comprehensive conclusions can
only be drawn in the form of imprecise hypotheses.

The possibility of short-term amber processing along trade
routes, especially in places with documented Mediterranean
imports or their imitations, was already pointed out by M. Chy-
tracek for the Early Iron Age (Chytracek et al. 2017, 195). How-
ever, compared to other categories of jewellery and costume
accessories, be they predominantly metal or glass, amber is not
greatly reflected in the material culture of the La Téne period,
and the relatively small number of finds from this period in the
Baltic region is also noteworthy (Duleba, Markiewicz 2023,
318, 320). Whether amber jewellery in Ném¢éice was a highly cov-
eted type of good that was regularly produced there or was con-
sidered merely an enhancement (with an uncertain awareness
of certain magical effects) and a pleasant ‘tax’ from the location
of the site as part of a supraregional distribution chain remains
an unresolved question.
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Markiewicz 2023, 332

One piece not found, Ptchov culture
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Pa 12/2002, 258/87, MZM
288/83

Kos et al. 2020, 197

Probably necklace made of glass beads and amber

1062/19-36/1 UAPP Brno
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M. Cizmar

finds from excavations of J. Bbhm, J. Meduna and

See note below MZM, MRB, MGP

Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, 332 Pa 40/2022, MZM
41/2022
Cizmat 2015, 445, obr. 5: 5; Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, 332 Pa 179/96 MZM

Hrbac¢kové 2019, 49, obr. 7, tab. XVIIL: 4

05/2012-122-596 ACO

Parma 2007, 333-334, 340 75/05-1681/129 MIMZ
Cizmai 1997, 35, 37, Abb. 1: 7; Cizmafovd 2019, 187, chest area, MZM, inv. No. 174470

tab. 29: 6; Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, 329

Ludikovsky 1962, 78, obr. 4; Cizmai 1997, 37, necklace, beads and pendants made of glass and amber 156980 MZM

Abb. 1: 2; Cizmatova 2019, 197, tab. 33: 10; Duleba,
Markiewicz 2023, 329

Meduna 1996, 101-110, obr. 2: 3, 6-11; Hlava 2015,

66205-66206 MZM, NM, NMW

247-290; Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, 332 (MZM)
Not published probably necklace, glass and amber beads A 119751 UAPP Brno
Cizmaiové 2019, 156, tab. 53: 2-3; Duleba, bronze chain, necklace area 179480 MZM

Markiewicz 2023, 329
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Notes

1 For an analysis of Moravian amber, see Korn 2022; Kucera 2025.

2 Unpublished find deposited in the Moravian Museum,
inv. No. 172825.

3 The collection of finds from the Ji¢ina ‘Pozaha’ site includes
a larger biconical ring-bead held by the Moravian Museum,
which does not match the objects depicted in the publication
of M. Cizmé¥ (1985) or with the documentation in the find
reports. The bead found in 1987 should have a ‘loaf” shape
and a diameter of 10 mm and therefore does not match the
specimen described above.

4 Fora detailed catalogue of finds, see Cizmat, Cizmarové (eds.)
2025.
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Resumé

Jantar predstavoval v protohistorickém obdobi velmi oblibe-
nou komoditu, nicméné jeho vyuziti se v pribéhu ¢asu proméno-
valo v zévislosti na konkrétnich spole¢nostech. Prvnim kulturnim
komplexem, skrze néhoz se dostaly vyrobky z jantaru ve velkém
mimo oblast jeho vyskytu, se stala v prvni poloviné 3. tisicileti
pr. Kr. kultura kulovitych amfor, do stfedni Evropy se jantar po-
prvé dostal ve druhé poloviné 3. tisicileti pt. Kr. prostfednictvim
distribué¢ni sité kultury zvoncovitych pohart (Czebreszuk 2003,
177, Fig. 12; 2011, 36-44). Postupné se jantar objevuje také v ar-
cheologickych situacich datovanych do doby bronzové, halstatské
az ¢asné doby laténské (napt. Bukowski 2002; Tisuckd, Ohlida-
lové 2013, 27-35; Chytrédek et al. 2017).

Studie se zabyva nalezy jantarové suroviny a vyrobku z ni
vobdobi LT B1 - LT D1. Pro starsi az pozdni dobu laténskou mame
ve stfedni Evropé oproti pfedchozim obdobim k dispozici malo
ndlezi. Z regionu stfedni Moravy vSak pochdzeji pozdné laténské
dilny z oppida Staré Hradisko (okr. Prostéjov; Cizmatova 1996)
anove pribyla také jantarova dilna z pfedoppidalniho horizontu
z centrdlni aglomerace Néméice (Cizmét et al. 2024, 274). Sou-
bor jantarovych vyrobkii z Moravy zahrnuje prstencové korale,
krouzky, koralky a rozdélovace. Zaveésky ve smyslu predmétil
s excentricky umisténym otvorem, ani materialové kombinované
artefakty zde prozatim nebyly dolozeny. Deskripce tvart (obr. 1)
byla ¢astecné inspirovana typologii pouzitou M. Chytrackem pro
star${ dobu Zeleznou (Chytradéek et al. 2017, 124-129).
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Na plochych pohtebistich doby laténské se setkdvdme s jan-
tarovymi koralky jako doplitkem ozdob krku slozenych z rtz-
nych materialt (sklo, motsky kordl, sapropelit), pfipadné se
vyskytuji solitérni krouzky urcené k zavéseni pomoci kovového
fetizku (napt. Ludikovsky 1962, 78; Meduna 1970b, 226-227;
Cizmétova, Stuchlik 2014, 479; Cizméaiovd 2019, 147-148). Ze
stejné datovanych sidlist mame doloZeno o poznani méné na-
lezt a piibyvajf pak a% v mlad$f a pozdni dobé laténské (napt. Si-
mek 1958, 155; Cizmaf 2003, 98; Parma 2007, 333-334, 340; Ciz-
mar 2015, 445). Jantar je na Moravé doloZen i ze dvou vy$innych
sidli$t pozdni doby laténské - Chvaléova , Hostyna“ (okr. Kro-
métz; Cizmar 1997, 41) a puchovského hradiska Ji¢ina ,,Po-
zaha“ (okr. Novy Jiéin; obr. 7: 6, 10; Cizmé¥ 1985, 38; 1996, 177).

Z béznych sidlistnich a hrobovych kontextli na Moravé
neni evidovano nalezisté s vétSim mnozstvim jantaru, at uz ve
formé suroviny nebo hotovych vyrobku. Vyjimecné postaveni
maji v této souvislosti centralni lokality na Prostéjovsku, kromé
nové objevenych Némcic je to predevsim oppidum Staré Hra-
disko. Vyroba jantarovych koralkt byla na oppidu evidovana
z nékolika objektt v prostoru zdpadniho predhradi, vedle su-
roviny byly zaznamendny velké prstencové kordle, mens{ nizké
vélcovité a soudkovité koralky, ale i nedohotovené vyrobky ¢i
zmetky (Cizmaiova 1996). Zvlastni kategorii tvoi{ z hlediska
nalezovych okolnosti hromadné ndlezy, pficemz pro Moravu
lze uvést pouze jediny pfipad ulozeni jantarovych ozdob spolu
s bronzovymi amulety a sklenénymi pfedméty, a to vSeobecné
zndmy depot z Pten{ (Hlava 2015).

Pri povrchovych sbérech probihajicich na centralni aglome-
raci Némcice vice nez 20 let byly ziskdny jednotky kust janta-
rové suroviny a vyrobku (Cizmérovd, H., Cizmatova, J. 2023, 44).
Teprve pti odkryvech v roce 2021 zacaly na povrch vystupovat
drobné kusy jantaru, které byly zaznamenany jak v kulturni
vrstvé nad objekty, tak v jejich vyplni (obr. 15:1-8), avsak
z4dny doklad lokdlniho zpracovani jantaru nebyl v prvnim roce
vyzkumu zaznamendn (Cizmét et al. 2024, 285). Teprve v roce
2022 bylo z objektu 514 ziskdno velké mnozstvi jantarové suro-
viny, polotovarti a zmetkl kordlkl i hotovych vyrobki, o mistnim
zpracovan{ jantaru tak nebylo pochyb. V inventdfi objektu byly
evidovany casti dvou zeleznych spon stfedolaténské konstrukce
(obr. 11: 2, 3), starsi varianta zlaté mince % statéru typu Athéna
Alkidemos (obr. 11:1; Kolnikov4 2012, 16, Abb. 5:41; 83:41),
¢ast zelezného zakolniku (obr. 11:6), fragmenty sklenénych
naramkd skupiny 8b s poc¢atkem vyskytu nejdiive na prelomu
LT Cla/b (obr. 11:9, 12; Venclova 2016, 49) a skupin 11a a 11d,
jejichz tézisté opét spadd do obdobi LT C1b - LT C2 s pfesahem
do LT D1 (obr. 11:10, 11; Venclova 2016, 50-51, Fig. 80). Spolu
s doprovodnymi ndlezy a keramikou byl objekt datovan do obdobi
LT C1b - LT C2. Soubor jantaru je tvofen primarn¢ zlomky suro-
viny, pficemz prevazuji malé fragmenty o délce do 1 cm, drobné
ustépy a jantarovy prach/drt; mensi mnozstvi stfedné velkych
kust pak dosahuje délky cca 3-5 cm. Znac¢ny podil zaujimaly de-
sitky polotovarti a zmetkti drobnych koralkl, mimo to se podaftilo
zachytit fadu kompletné ¢i fragmentarné dochovanych findlnich
vyrobkil, mezi nimiz jsou koralky, rozdélovace a krouzek, zatimco
prstencovité kordly zde zcela chybi (obr. 13, 14).

Spektrum vyuziti jantaru pro vyrobu predmeétu a $perki,
véetné materidlové kombinovanych artefaktt, neni pro stupné
LT Bl - LT D1 natolik pestré jako v halStatském obdobi. Jan-
tarové predméty a surovina se vyskytuji na Sirokém uzemi,
av$ak v pomérné malém mnozstvi a na omezeném poctu lokalit
(napt. Duleba, Markiewicz 2023, Fig. 3, 8, 9). Pro star${ dobu
laténskou nemame ve sttedni Evropé prozatim dolozenou zad-
nou specializovanou dilnu na zpracovdni jantaru a setkdvdme se
s nim prevazné v podob¢ $perkt v kontextu pohrebist. Vyuziti
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Moravské brany jako spojnice Horniho Slezska a Dolniho Ra-
kouska na jedné z vétvi tzv. Jantarové stezky doklada lépe az
vznik centralnich aglomeraci jako Nowa Cerekwia (pow. glub-
czycki), Némcice (okr. Prostéjov), Roseldorf (Bez. Hollabrun),
i stfedné velkych lokalit jako napt. Haselbach (Bez. Korneu-
burg) ¢i Samborowice (pow. raciborski); jako dal${ moznost
dalkové trasy z Moravy do Polska se jevi trasa pres Jeseniky
(Martinek 2019, 66).

Jantarova dilna v Némcicich je datovana do zavéru stupné
LT C1, a i zde se surovy jantar i vyrobky z néj nachdzely také
v dal$ich objektech datovanych do rozmezi stupnt LT Clb -
LT C2 (Cizmat et al. 2024, 261). V zévéru doby laténské pred-
stavuje pro Moravu jedinou jednozna¢nou lokalitu s doklady
prace s jantarem nékolik objektt z oppida Staré Hradisko (Ciz-
matova 1996), v Cechéch je to pak primédrné oppidum Strado-
nice (Rybovd, Drda 1994, 117). Jen nékolik fragmentt kordlku
vcéetné jednoho nedovrtaného exemplare pochdzi také z oppida
Z4vist (Motykova et al. 1978, 285). Pro pozdni{ dobu laténskou
lze zminit dilnu na vyrobu koralkt z fosilizované pryskyfice
z lokality Rochusmarkt ve Vidni (Adler-Wélfl, Moser 2017, 22,
33-35) a mens$i mnozstvi suroviny spolu s koralky bylo publi-
kovéno z bavorské lokality Berching-Pollanten (Lkr. Neumarkt;
Schifer 2010, 196-197). Pochézi odtud také Zelezny zahroceny
nastroj, ktery by snad mohl souviset s opracovanim jantaru
(Schifer 2010, Abb. 145), pti¢emz ve vyplni chaty 514 z Némdic
byl taktéz nalezen podobny hrotity pfedmét pravouhlého pri-
fezu (obr. 11: 8). Analogické Zelezné i bronzové artefakty riizné
délky i prurezu se vyskytuji také na dalsich lokalitach a je prav-
dépodobné, ze mohly mit jakozto $idlo/rydlo/vrtak Siroké vyuziti
pro préci se d¥evem, kazi, kosti ¢i parohem (napt. Manching -
Jacobi 1974, 54-55, Taf. 11, 12; Klein Gleichberg — Spehr 2021,
Abb. 38-42). Pravdépodobnost préce s vice nez jednim druhem
materidlu na stejném misté podporuje v ptipadé zpracovani jan-
taru také skutecnost, Ze k ni mohly byt vyuZzity pomérné bézné
nastroje, jako jsou noze, hroty a pilniky.

Objev jantarové dilny datované do obdobi rozkvétu némdcické
aglomerace zapadd do predstavy Némcic jako vyznamného nad-
regiondlniho centra, které plnilo predevsim obchodni a vyrobni
funkci a hralo dulezitou tlohu v sidelni struktufe stfedoevrop-
ské doby laténské. Produkce jantarovych koralku se pridalak dal-
$im, jiz dolozenym odvétvim specializované vyroby a vzhledem
k rozloze lokality v porovndni s doposud pomérné malou pro-
zkoumanou plochou neni vyloucena existence dal$ich vyrobnich
okrski, kde mohl mimo jiné prilezitostné figurovat jantar.

S prihlédnutim k absenci hrobt soucasnych s vrcholem
némcické aglomerace a tim omezené moznosti rekonstrukce
rozvrstveni zdejsi spole¢nosti na zdkladé vybaveni pochovanych

jedinct, nelze s jistotou urcit koncového spotfebitele lokdlné
produkovanych jantarovych ozdob. Tim mohly byt jak mistni,
tak cizi prislusnici elit, ptipadné i zdstupci z fad bohatych ob-
chodnikd. V Némcicich byly zachyceny prevazné malé zlomky
surového jantaru a drobnych koralkt véetneé jejich polotovari,
nechybi vSak ani rozmérnéjsi soustruzené exempldfe. Zatim
vsak nedisponujeme doklady, Ze by zde zhotovené vyrobky byly
ddlkovym obchodem distribuovany dale.

Lze ptedpoklddat, Ze vyroba (nejen jantaru) byla kontro-
lovéna elitami a byla koncentrovana predevsim na centrdlnich
lokalitach. Bohuzel, moravského jantaru (i v hrobovych kontex-
tech) je tak malo, Ze nelze stanovit, zda byl uzivan vyhradné
elitami nebo byl k dispozici i niz$im vrstvam spole¢nosti. Lépe
to muzeme sledovat napf. u skla, kde se predpoklada dostup-
nost $perktl i niz§im spole¢enskym vrstvam (Cizméarovd 2022,
225-228). U jantaru v dobé laténské v8ak disponujeme stéle na-
tolik malym vzorkem, Ze lze ucelenéjsi zavéry stanovit pouze
v roviné nepresnych hypotéz.

Na moznost kratkodobého zpracovdni jantaru podél ob-
chodnich tras, zvlasté v mistech s dolozenymi stfedomoiskymi
importy nebo jejich napodobeninami, upozornil jiz pro starsi
dobu Zeleznou M. Chytrééek (Chytracek et al. 2017, 195). V po-
rovnani s jinymi kategoriemi $perku a dopliku kroje se jantar
v materidlni kultufe doby laténské prilis neodrazi a zajimavé je
také pomérné malé mnozstvindlezi z této doby v oblasti Pobalt{
(Dulgba, Markiewicz 2023, 318, 320). Zda byly jantarové $perky
v Némcicich vysoce poptdvanym druhem zbozi, které se zde
pravidelné vyrabélo nebo byly povazovany pouze za zpestreni
(s nejistym povédomim o jistych magickych Géincich) a pfijem-
nou ,,dan“ z umisténi lokality coby soucdsti nadregiondlniho
distribu¢niho retézce, zlistava prozatim nevyfesenou otdzkou.
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